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 ABSTRACT 
            Urbanization has adverse effects on resource distribution, which leads to limited access to 
health, employment, education, housing, and other services of human lives. The current study will 
specifically investigate the drastic impacts of urbanization on the sociopolitical aspects of the population. 
The independent factors of the study include the effects of rising trash, social contact, access to health 
and educational resources, political mobilization, shifts in the political system, and the increased 
participation of women in politics as a result of urbanization. A qualitative research approach was 
adopted with semi-structured interviews and open-ended questions. The purposive sampling technique 
was utilized for sampling and the data was collected from twenty samples. The sample size comprises 
TMA officials, city administrative persons, the mayor of the city, political figures, and common people. 
The obtained data was then analyzed through thematic analysis. Parachinar's rapid urbanization strains 
infrastructure and resources but increases tolerance and workforce participation.  However, political 
participation faces challenges due to inadequate voting systems and a diverse population. Parachinar's 
rapid urbanization demands sustainable development, addressing infrastructure, waste, and community 
spaces.  Expediting CNIC issuance, voter registration, and education can boost political participation in 
Kurram.   
 

 
Introduction 
 

The term urbanization is defined as people migrating from rural to urban areas in greater numbers as the world's 

population rises. Urbanization is a worldwide phenomenon (Luisa Mart, 2019). Cities allow us to work, develop, enjoy, 

and communicate together in urban environments. However, the focus on people and economic activities in a 

compact location triggers waste and environmental effects. Maximization of contact and interaction makes cities 

successful, promoting the procreation of ideas and spreading of knowledge to save energy, and resources and 

minimize the environmental impact. Many factors interact, which makes the city more sustainable or less creative 

likewise, in a nutshell, more or less successful. 

The main reason is when Urbanization was not present in the region, the city was small and had no effect on 

the politics of the region, and the political dominance lay in the village areas of the region. Therefore, you have to 

compare that era to the current era as now Parachinar is an urban Centre and has a great impact on the overall 

political, structural, cultural, and social lifestyle of the area. In addition, knowing what changes it has brought to the 

region, one can interpret the impacts of urbanization and answer how it has changed the whole variables of 

Parachinar.  

This is the main reason as many people of the tribe were bound and to obey were now able to decide and 

implement their own decisions. They were now free of the fear of being disowned by the tribe or expulsion from the 

village union. Some villages still have these systems where a group of people decide their fate and give verdicts on 

the major issues for the whole villagers. Where people have combined marriage ceremonies and other gatherings. 

Urbanization greatly helped in the detachment of these practices whose rules and regulations run on the elders’ 

verdict or principles. Urbanization broke these links and attachments due to which people were bound to obey these 

rules and principles due to elders’ pressure or tribal community pressure and were unable to raise their voice. 

Urbanization brought drastic changes to the lifestyle of the common person who chose to leave that system. 

Urbanization allows every single person in society to decide and manage his or her personal and family matters and 

this gives them further awareness. Due to urbanization, the mindset and thinking capacity of the people improve and 

they adopt a lifestyle suitable to their mood and well.  Now they get new political actors. The support mechanism and 
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mobilization are changed and these actors get support in different ways. Now a major factor that is not only related 

to Parachinar is that in Pakistan, youth bulge or youth population is overall in high percentage throughout the world. 

The very presence of the Internet and technology can expand communication to nearly any corner of the globe, 

and can efficiently run utilities and lighting for a whole city. Modernization can provide efficient solutions to many 

facets of life. These are just a few illustrations of how technology, facilitates a better standard of living. Industrialization 

coupled with modernization brings a plenty amount of access for a city and the citizens within it. Accessibility to the 

Internet, better healthcare, education, recreational activities, social services, and more all improve livability. 

Additionally, modern cities have the potential to better plan their city for sustainability and boost their economy (Rojo, 

2019). 

 

Literature review 

Polidoro et al. (2011), reported that city expansion, together with a random population density, is largely 

characteristic of discontinuous and fragmented occupation. Besides having environmental and social consequences 

for urban and rural populations, the expansion also places a huge burden upon the state. This may lead to various 

significant socio-economic events, including economic discrimination, local governments, and social inequalities. 

Wu, (2006), remarked that there is also an impact on people's life. Several studies have shown that city 

expansion reduces open space and amenities, increases public services and fees, raises traffic density, expands 

urban flooded areas, and affects the natural environment and water quality. Some research also has different 

arguments that it causes obesity, asthma, apathy, and anti-social behavior.  

Zhang, (2004) Sudhira and Ramachandra, (2007), said that Parallel to rapid population growth, urban growth 

which develops according to the demand for the residential, industrial, and business sectors, is expanding towards 

urban borders and causing the occupation of Agriculture and forestry. This unanticipated and unpredictable increase 

is regarded as a consequence of urban expansion. Indeed, the urban scope that has been affirmed to be used for 

urban growth is not suited either for urban or rural development. 

According to Bhatta, (2010) and Sudhira and Ramachandra, (2007), this suggests that regional future growth is 

inhibited by disorderly and unmanaged impacts. Services of infrastructure and critical facilities such as health, and 

schooling in several cities around the world, particularly urban areas, may be deprived of these areas, urban growth 

and urban spread after1960 are considered to be an important problem (Squires, 2002; Pengiun, 2011). 

According to Zaman and Baloch, (2011), Farah, et al., (2012) Ali Siyal, et al., (2018) some of the main factors 

contributing to city expansion in Pakistan are internal migration, floods, wars and the relocation of people (IDP) speedy 

urbanization has greatly affected Pakistan’s agriculture sector.  

Yousaf et al., (2018) described the productive conversion of agricultural lands as a result of the rapid decay of 

arable land the country’s ability to face food security problems soon. The swift expansion of the city is also a challenge 

for the urban development authorities and the Department of Agriculture to convince developers of the effects of 

urbanization on the country’s agricultural sustainability and food safety. 

 

Research Methodology 

The current study was conducted in the Parachinar, Kurram Agency. The study aims to investigate the 

sociopolitical impacts of urbanization on the local population of the Kurram district. To deeply explore the sociopolitical 

impact a qualitative research approach was adopted with semi-structured interviews and open-ended questions. The 

purposive sampling technique was utilized for sampling and the data was collected from twenty samples. The sample 

comprises TMA officials, city administrative persons, the mayor of the city, political figures, and common people. The 

obtained data was then analyzed through thematic analysis.  

 

Discussion and Analysis  

Education 

If a college, school, or any other institution is established under the government institutions, it is established 

according to urbanization, therefore there is an increase in educational institutes, but it is a different matter that the 

quality of education is getting worse and worse. Earlier, there was a high secondary school in the entire district Kurram 

in Shalozan, later it was built in Angori Central Kurram and it is ahead not only in the government but also in private 

institutions that play an important role in education. 

Generally, the government also pays special attention to the urban area and the people in the urban are also 

capitalists who also create private enterprises. Because there are more educational institutes in the city, people also 

get more educational facilities. Education is a push factor in urbanization, due to which people leave rural and migrate 
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to cities, and urbanization is increasing. The government also pays special attention to the urban area and the people 

in the urban are capitalists who create private enterprises and educational institutions therefore there are more 

educational institutes in the urban areas. 

 

Generate More Waste 

Where there is a human population, waste will be produced. Our problem is that along with the population, due 

to lack of awareness about where to put the waste and if there is organic waste, where to use it as fertilizer. Besides, 

the local government, there is no proper system of Tehsil Municipal Authority (TMA) etc. For example, where should 

waste be collected, even if there is a garbage dustbin in a place, our people are not aware of who should use it.  For 

example, Imamia Colony consists of 110 households but there is no dustbin.  There is a pile in every street.  The 

urbanization that is being built in Parachinar city is not under the proper plan due to which the waste is increasing.  

 

Social Interactions 

 The higher urbanization, the more people will be closer, which is the reason for the increase in social 

interactions. In earlier times, Parachinar city used to have one or two Imambargahs and Mosques, but now the 

population has increased as a result of these things.  It shows that urbanization is playing an important role in social 

interactions rapid urbanization is upgraded significant in the sense that it does increase social interaction. Because 

urbanization means colony, urbanization means schemes urbanization is bringing all the people together so when 

the people are together there will be rapid interaction between them in social groups, gatherings, parks, and Gym 

Khana, all these things lead to social gatherings which causes rapid interaction between individuals and groups. 

Interaction is due to the groups, in garden Parks, Clubs, and academies all these things exist in urbanization and 

urbanization is closely linked with cities and in cities when there is rapid urbanization the remote villages, towns, and 

schemes are brought together and causes increase social interaction and interaction is close the link with 

urbanization. 

 

Basic Infrastructures and Poor Urban Planning 

The reality of urbanization is that it has failed to provide basic infrastructure.  A city has a facility for 1000 people 

but excessive migration of people towards urbanization causes overburden on urbanization and urbanization cannot 

play an important role in providing basic infrastructure. The reason is poor planning; Town planning is not suitable for 

the occasion. Urbanization fails to provide basic amenities; Urbanization leads to chronic water problems. When 

people migrate to the city in large numbers, it becomes overpopulated due to which they cannot provide drinking 

water to the people. Streets are narrow. It is the reason that affects the basic infrastructure, the commercial and 

residential areas are also overburdened. We can say that urbanization is not basic infrastructure. In urban areas, the 

basic infrastructure cannot be built and maintained properly due to heavy traffic the roads are demolished and broken 

from time to time. The usage of electricity is higher in urban areas due to more population which causes load 

shedding. 

 

Agricultural Lands 

Agricultural land is changing day by day into residential or commercial plats due to urbanization because when 

people settle in cities in large numbers, residential or commercial places become less. Then new towns and new 

markets are formed due to which Agricultural lands decrease.  If we look at the old city of Parachinar which used to 

have four gates, outside these gates there used to be agricultural land which is now being converted into colonies, 

residential areas, or commercial centers. 

The extension of urban land implies a decline in agricultural land and an increase in urban development which 

reduces greenery. Under the strain of population increase particularly every portion of the world has seen a change 

from extensive to somewhat intensive land use.  Agricultural land is also affected due to the increase in population 

day by day in the urbanization process. People are building houses, schools, hospitals, roads, and markets due to 

which agricultural land is changing into urban land and green space is decreasing. 

 

 

 

Health Facilities  
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There are two types of life spending, one urban and the second rural life but most people want to migrate to 

Urban areas because compared to rural want to settle in urban areas because if we see the health-related facilities 

we become more comfortable in the urban areas there are health obstacles than you can immediately get to big 

hospital. So in hospitals, there will be a lot of facilities like there's emergency staff experienced doctors and nurses 

and if you want to do different tests you can get very good results because, in the urban areas, there are multiple 

types of laboratory exercises and especially mechanics if the doctor recommends any sort of medicine you can get 

very easily from the drug store. After all, in urban areas, there are many stores of pharmacies and specialist doctors 

so you can get every sort of facilities but if we see in rural areas then especially there's the lack of doctors even if 

there is no specific pharmacy store and if you have serious problems than you may not be able to find specific 

medication I mean tablets there'll be no specific doctor as well nurses so it's really difficult to handle any small health 

problems so that's why they every person want to move from rural. 

 

Political structures 

 Due to urbanization, there is a lot of change in the political structure. In rural areas, people prefer to live in 

urban areas.  Due to this, the population has increased.  Where the population is high, resource allocation is also 

done based on population.  Due to these resources, the best facilities are also available to the people. Change in the 

population results in a change in the political structure.  If we look at Parachinar City, it used to be only a union council 

and now Parachinar consists of 7 UC councils. 

The people of Parachinar live in a tribal society, and its status is changing day to day due to its expansion.  

These changes include demographic changes, democratic changes, and other changes that are needed at the time. 

Such as, if we compare the political scenario of the region, there was a time when the political contestants would visit 

every village and have meetings with its elders and Maliks, the word of the Elders was considered the final call, and 

everyone was to accept. These were the codes of conduct of tribal society although not in book form but well obeyed. 

Now if we look into the current scenario, after urbanization, new communities were built and people moved out and 

started living in new towns so the attachment to that tribal system was declined. Due to urbanization, there are a lot 

of changes in the political structure, mindset, and thinking capacity of the people and they adopt a lifestyle suitable 

to their mood and well. Their perceptions and thinking change and this is followed by their behaviors. Moreover, in 

people who move to urban areas, their problems become different from those of the tribal system, and their political 

structure and standards of life are changed. 

 

Political mobilizations 

Awareness in the general population increased, and this automatically opened doors toward mobilization. 

Mobilization is awareness and a specific type of action required to be gained by political actors is produced through 

this, for example, if minor or major protests are conducted then they try to spread the word to people to bring 

awareness regarding it, and the dangerous outcomes of the plan or actions by government or non-state players is 

highlighted. These then become a process of political mobilization.  

As I mentioned earlier due to urbanization, political mobilization is growing in the region although if we compare 

this Change with Peshawar the last decade's political scenario of Parachinar, it's not that much present in the society 

but still it's growing. Due to the Creation of the urban Centre, political activity centers also changed from villages to 

Cities, Places where no one was by birth or for other reasons got any status but different types of people from different 

tribes are living together and struggling in politics. They are not bound to the restrictions that were there while living 

in the village. The manifesto of the political parties or social activists is changed, their requirements are changed and 

they require different ways to mobilize the people. Other than this, as mentioned nowadays the major role in Urban 

centers is of youth. They contribute a major part of political influences. They brought back the confined position of 

politics from the elite or influential class. They just converted the traditional mode of mobilization i.e. to cast votes on 

recommendations of some elder or influential person. Now every single person's contribution to society is of due 

importance in the current situation in the urban Centre. 

 

Women Empowerment 

The ratio of education is higher in cities as compared to rural areas.  Due to education, women become aware 

and know their rights, what are their rights?  When women become aware, they play an important role in politics.  If 

we look at the local body election of Parachinar, in it, the women not only campaigned for themselves but also the 

men. Therefore, we can say due to urbanization that the participation of women has become equal to that of men. 
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Women's participation in politics is there, but it is not A few years ago, a woman stood in the election, then Ali 

Begum (bureaucrat) announced to contest the election, but she failed because of the typical concept of Kurram that 

women should not be involved in the politics, due to which women are degrade.   Although there was participation of 

women in the local government elections held recently, we regret that. There were some areas where no women 

participated in the election for local government.  In this election, there has been a participation of women, but it is 

negligible. 

 

The flaw in the Election Commission Constituency  

There is a flaw in the Election Commission Constituency of District Kurram, some villages of Parachinar are a 

few kilometers away, and people who have migrated and live in the city, and they haven’t facility to caste vote in 

Parachinar city which is why the turnout of vote is imbalanced. Facilitation in the city as compared to rural, for 

example, those who know the political system or the media that plays an important role in making people aware, 

those who live in villages do not have much grooming as compared to urban because the high bridge in the city 

People live and different ideas come, due to which urban people are more politically aware. 

 

Findings 

Cities are becoming more urbanized. Particularly Parachinar, which has brought about numerous modifications 

and obstacles. The absence of proper strategies for disposing of trash has increased the garbage as the population 

rises, which makes it one of the most critical issues. Additionally, due to urbanization transforming green spaces into 

places for marketplaces, schools, and homes, the rapid population rise has negatively impacted agricultural land. In 

addition, the urban region faces hurdles regarding infrastructure, like poor road upkeep brought on by high traffic and 

rising electrical consumption, which frequently result in power outages. Regardless of these issues, cities like 

Parachinar gain from improved healthcare and education system, which raises literacy rates and provides access to 

better medical treatment. 

Shifts in social and political structure are also observed in urban areas. Urban residents are more open-minded 

and tolerant due to the diverse population and women are more actively involved in the workforce and their 

educational institutions. However, as people get more involved with their jobs, there are less opportunities for social 

interaction. In the context of politics, metropolitan areas are influenced by mean-stream politics as opposed to rural 

area politics of caste or family. People living in cities tend to be more politically informed and actively participate in 

choosing their governments to protect their rights. Urbanization’s impact on shifting political ideologies has also 

changed people’s lifestyles and ways of thinking and the influx of various groups has made it more challenging to 

bring people together around common issues. Political representation is made worse by the fact that recent migrants 

are unable to vote locally due to inadequacies in the Election Commission system. Parachinar is a small city mainly 

comprised of a small bazaar a long time ago. After the rapid urbanization and the influx of people from rural areas, 

the Parachinar City became densely populated. 

 

Limitations and suggestions   

This study is limited to Parachinar City, it covers only two aspects socio and political impacts of urbanization on 

the local population of the city. 

City expansion fails to provide basic infrastructure, in tribal districts there is no proper planning for construction 

houses there for Government should make policies regarding construction, i.e. the construction plan must be passed 

by the Tehsil Municipal Administration or C&W department and the competent authorities assign some conditions 

including proper constructions planning by architect, the plan must be comprised proper sanitation, street payments, 

electricity, etc.  Tehsil Municipal Administration must establish a local waste management system and organize waste 

pickers which should be engaged in selective waste collection and recycling, serving their community and the 

environment. The government should pay attention to making common gathering points, parks, playgrounds, etc. for 

the local population of the city.   

For active participation in political life, some factors need attention on a priority basis. Almost one-third of the 

population of District Kurram haven’t received a National Identity Card yet, which is compulsory to play an active role 

in the political process. To achieve this goal, the government needs to make the CNIC process simple and fast and 

Registration offices should be established at different localities. Additionally, there must be training centers and they 

shall be assigned tasks to aware the general public that, of why political participation is necessary and how to cast a 
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vote. The government should pay attention to the Election Commission Constituency as a result people who migrated 

to Parachinar city cannot cast a vote in the city’s polling station. 
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